
 
 
 

 
In designating May 1, 1958, the first Law Day, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower made the following proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS it is fitting that the people of this Nation should 
remember with pride and vigilantly guard the great heritage 
of liberty, justice, and equality under law which our 
forefathers bequeathed to us; and 

WHEREAS it is our moral and civic obligation, as free men 
and as Americans, to preserve and strengthen that great 
heritage; and 

WHEREAS the principle of guaranteed fundamental rights of 
individuals under the law is the heart and sinew of our 
Nation, and distinguishes our governmental system from 
the type of government that rules by might alone; and 

WHEREAS 0ur Government has served as an inspiration and 
a beacon light for oppressed peoples of the world seeking 
freedom, justice, and equality for the individual under laws; 
and 

WHEREAS universal application of the principle of the rule of 
law in the settlement of international disputes would greatly 
enhance the cause of a just and enduring peace; and  

WHEREAS a day of national dedication to the principle of 
government under laws would afford us an opportunity 
better to understand and appreciate the manifold virtues of 
such a government and to focus the attention of the world 
upon them: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 
President of the United States of America, do hereby 
designate Thursday, May 1, 1958, as Law Day. . . .  
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The Douglas County Bar Association 
extends our gratitude to 

 
Pachamamas 

The Douglas County Law Library 
All who submitted Liberty Bell nominees 

 
And everyone who helped make Law Day a success! 

Thank you!!! 
 
 
 

2014-2015 DCBA Officers 
 

Curtis Barnhill, President 
Sarah Warner, Vice President 

Matthew Todd, Secretary 
Anne Hall, Treasurer 

Tracy Fredley, Young Lawyers Section President 
 

Leslie Miller, Membership Committee Coordinator 
Rebekah Gaston, Continuing Legal Education Coordinator 

John Chappell, Webmaster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The DCBA appreciates your membership.  We also appreciate 
your feedback.  Please let us know your thoughts on this Law 
Day Event, our monthly socials, or any other item by emailing 
president@dgbar.org.    
 

If you have not yet paid your 2014 dues, please do so as soon 
as possible. 

 

PAST LIBERTY BELL AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 
This is a list of past Liberty Bell Award recipients.  If you 
can fill in any of the "blanks," please do so and leave your 
program, or contact Matt Todd, the DCBA Secretary, so 
those recipients may be included on the DCBA website. 
 

2014 Kansas Advocates for Better Care 

2013 Kurt von Achen 

2012 Jody Culley 

2011 Juanita Carlson 

2010 Lewis "Wimp" Roberts 

2009 Dan Affalter 

2008 Johanna J. "Jo" Bryant 

2007 Joyce McCray-Pearson 

2006 Joyce Grover  

2005 Robert L. Gernon 

2004 Sammie Jo Conder and Sherrill L. Catt 

2003 Diane Simpson 

2002 _______________________________ 

2001 _______________________________ 

2000 Lynne Green 

1999 Marion Springer 

1998 Melissa Masoner 

1997 _______________________________ 

1996 Barbara Ballard 

1995 _______________________________ 

1994 _______________________________ 

1993 _______________________________ 

1992 Jean F. Shepherd 

1991 Sally Six Hersh and Mary McDowell 

19__ Nancy Hughes 

19__ Judith W. Osborn 

19__ John William Hamilton 



 

LIBERTY BELL AWARD 
 

The Liberty Bell Award acknowledges 
outstanding community service.  It is given 
to recognize a person or entity who has 
promoted better understanding of the rule of 
law, encouraged a greater respect for law 
and the courts, stimulated a sense of civic 

responsibility, and contributed to good government in 
the community.  The recipient of the Liberty Bell Award 
is nominated by members of the Douglas County Bar and 
selected by the current officers. 

 
2014 LIBERTY BELL AWARD RECIPIENT 

 

Kansas Advocates for Better Care 
 

Kansas Advocates for Better Care is a non-profit 
organization that was founded in 1975 as Kansans for 
Improvement of Nursing Homes.  The organization’s 
mission is to “promote quality long-term care for residents 
of licensed adult care homes.”   
 
KABC provides informational seminars on preventing 
abuse, neglect and exploitation of elders to the public and to 
workers employed in long-term care.  KABC also advocates 
in the Kansas legislature in support of bills that promote 
quality long-term care for elders. 
 
The organization has evolved over the years.  KABC’s 
interest in long-term nursing care has expanded beyond 
nursing home care to include in-home care, assisted living, 
adult day care, and respite care. 
 
KABC continues its mission to advocate for the 
fundamental rights of all nursing home residents to be 
treated with dignity and respect and to receive decent 
care. 

 

2014 DCBA LAW DAY PROGRAM 
 
Guests Arrive 
 
 

Lunch 
 
 

Welcome 
Recognition of Jody Meyer, Outgoing DCBA President 
Curtis Barnhill, DCBA President 

 
Liberty Bell Award Recipient: 
 Kansas Advocates for Better Care 
 

 

Presentation of Liberty Bell Award 
Curtis Barnhill, DCBA President 

 
Keynote Speaker:   
Doug Bonney, Legal Director and Chief Counsel 
for the American Civil Liberties Union of Kansas 
 

Introduction of Featured Speaker 
Benet Magnuson, YLS Treasurer 
 

Keynote Address 
 
 
Closing 



 

2014 LAW DAY THEME 
 

American Democracy and the Rule of Law: 
Why Every Vote Matters 

 

One of our most cherished national ideals, expressed 

eloquently by Abraham Lincoln, is “government of the people, 

by the people, for the people.” It is a principle enshrined in our 

Nation’s founding documents, from the Declaration of 

Independence’s assurance that governments derive their 

powers from the consent of the governed, to the opening three 

words of the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, “We the 

People.” 

 The right to vote is the very foundation of government by the 

people. For this reason, striving to establish and protect every 

citizen’s right to vote has been a central theme of American 

legal and civic history. Much of the struggle on voting rights 

began decades ago, but the work is far from complete, and a 

citizen’s right to cast a ballot remains at risk today. 

 As we approach the 50th anniversaries of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the 2014 Law Day 

theme, American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why 

Every Vote Matters, calls on every American to reflect on the 

importance of a citizen’s right to vote and the challenges we 

still face in ensuring that all Americans have the opportunity to 

participate in our democracy. 

 

 

Americanbar.org 

 

 

2014 LAW DAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 

Doug Bonney 
American Civil Liberties Union of Kansas 

       

Stephen Douglas “Doug” Bonney is 
Chief Counsel and Legal Director of 
the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Kansas.  He has held these positions 
since September 1, 2008.  Doug 
manages the litigation program and 
supervises the ACLU’s legal interns 
and law clerks.  He has been a member 
of the Legal Panel of ACLU of Kansas 

since 1992.  

 Doug has successfully litigated numerous civil liberties 
cases for the ACLU, including challenges to the Kansas 
City, Missouri Police Department’s parade policy, the 
Westport Adult Curfew Ordinance, Missouri’s display of a 
Christian religious symbol on its city seal, and many 
others. He has also litigated civil liberties and civil 
rights cases separate from his work at the ACLU. 

 


